The impact of candidemia on length of hospital stay, outcome, and overall cost of illness.
Although numerous studies have examined trends in nosocomial fungal infections, few have specifically addressed the cost of care associated with candidemia. This study analyzes the direct medical costs associated with treating candidemia in the United States. The study design was a cost-of-illness analysis estimating the average cost of candidemia for a single episode of care. Data were obtained from three sources: the 1993 Healthcare Cost and Utilization Project of the Agency for Health Care Policy and Research, the relevant literature, and a clinical expert in systemic fungal infections. The estimated cost (1997 U.S.$) of an episode of care for candidemia is $34,123 per Medicare patient and $44,536 per private insurance patient. The major cost associated with candidemia is that of an increased hospital stay. The estimated cost of care for candidemia may change in the future because of the use of more expensive antifungal treatments with improved safety and efficacy profiles.